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Greetings All Saints Family, Friends and Community Family, 
 
      Luke 24: 36 (KJV) “And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, 
and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.” 
 
     Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  Even though all the Peeps and chocolate 
bunnies are now in the 50% off carts,  we are still in the liturgical Resurrection Season 
and it sure is comforting to know that Jesus is risen because if He had not got up from the 
grave, all of our efforts, all of our identities as Christians, as Lutherans would be in vain.   
 
    Doctor Luke recorded at the end of chapter 23 and the beginning of chapter 24 that a 
women delegation came to the place where Jesus was buried and found that the stone had 
been rolled away and the body of Jesus was gone.  As they were perplexed at the finding, 
the two angels said to them something that will forever be echoed down through the ages.  
The angels said, “He is not here, but is risen;”  Aren’t you glad that Jesus is risen? 
 
    As I read this account I realized that the first preachers, the first reporters of the news 
of the resurrection were women.  Thank God for women.  Even today women are still 
spreading the good news of the resurrection.  Then as I pondered over that 36 verse of 
Luke’s 24th chapter what stood out for me was that Jesus was standing in the midst.  
 
    So, as we grabble with covid-19, crime, corruption, racism and breathing while black 
or Asian.  As we battle sickness, unemployment, underemployment, education issues and 
even family issues there is comfort in knowing that we are not alone as Jesus is in our 
midst.  Sometimes we may not recognize Him but know for sure that He is in our midst. 
 
     Finally, we are planning to return to In-person Worship and as we monitor the CDC 
guidelines and local factors and conditions we will be in a position in the next 30 days to 
make an announcement of a date to return to In-person Worship.  In the meantime, 
continue to keep a safe distance from doubt, isolate yourself from unbelief, and make 
sure to test negative for covid and positive for faith.  
      
 
Blessings, In the Master’s Service,  
The Rev. Bernard Barber, Pastor 


